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Educational Need:
A common complaint heard throughout the halls of the elementary school where I teach is, "The children don't know how to count money!"  The StAIR I created is about familiarizing students with the value of US coins and learning how to count different combinations.  It is intended for beginners to coin counting as it goes over the value of the four basic US coins and start off by counting unmixed coins.  The project then challenges the learner to count mixed coins at the end offering up an online game to finish the lesson.

Curriculum Standards:
Michigan Curriculum Standards addressed by this project are,

The learner will identify the US coins and the value of each. 
M.UN.01.04 Identify the different denominations of coins and bills. 

The learner will count different combinations of coins.
M.UN.01.06 Tell the amount of money: in cents up to $1, in dollars up to $100. Use the
symbols $ and ¢.

Instructional Strategies (Pedagogy):
 Constructivism – The StAIR is designed to start with a simple teaching point and as the student learns it, they build on that knowledge and move on to more difficult concepts within the content area.  My StAIR starts counting pennies, then advances to nickels, dimes, and finally quarters.  The end of the StAIR focuses on counting the coins mixed.  It is an interactive way for the students to learn the concept I am teaching without me being the center focus.  
[image: image1.png]How much money do you see?

6¢ 1¢ 13¢ 4¢

Click on the correct answer.




  [image: image2.png]How much money do you see?

5¢ 4¢ 20¢  45¢

Click on the correct answer.
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10¢ 60¢ 6¢ 70¢




  [image: image4.png]How much money do you see?

25¢ 50¢ 75¢ 100¢

Click on the correct answer.





Simulation – The slides that the children are going through will provide real life examples to peak/hold their interest.  The coin images I used are close to real life.  I wanted to use real looking images rather than cartoon images or drawings to bring the activity to life.  Also, at the end of the StAIR there are two real life scenarios for the children to relate to.  This simulation will show them that there is a purpose for their learning.
[image: image5.png]You found money in the couch cushions!
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5¢ 31¢ 41¢  72¢

Click on the correct answer.|
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sidewalk by the road.
How much money?

Click on the correct answer.|
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Active Learning - The children progress through the lesson themselves by clicking on the action buttons.  Lessons are interspersed with interactive quizzes and games that give feedback to them immediately.
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Scaffolding - The lesson starts with simple concepts and gets more difficult as the information is learned.
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Learner Input:
The blue buttons with either the arrow or the ? guide the learner on where to click to continue through the lesson.  The arrow advances the slides.  The ? takes the learner back to the question they have answered incorrectly after being given some guidance on how to achieve the correct answer.  After each lesson slide there are a few interactive quizzes that follow to help secure what was taught.  An example is shown below.
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 [image: image10.png]How much is a worth?

5¢ 10

Click on the correct answer.
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 [image: image12.png]How much money do you see?

25¢ 50¢ 75¢ 100¢

Click on the correct answer.
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A weakness I see in my StAIR is that it only gives one strategy on how to count mixed coins.  There is more than one way to do this, but I only put one way in because of the length of the StAIR.  I am thinking that if I break it into two different StAIR's it would be more beneficial.  The first StAIR would be unmixed coins.  Once they have grasped this, they could move on to the second StAIR or mixed coins and strategies. 
I had the opportunity to try out the StAIR with my first grade students.  They loved it and wanted to do it over again.   My low level students benefited from the displays as they counted the coins.  The StAIR has also been used with our special education student with enjoyment and success.

